There is some relief when the washerwoman's boy drops in to bring a fresh supply of napkins, wherewith to smother the profanity that is but too apt to come to the surface in a dentist's chair, especially if the dentist, never dealing in small sums, has nothing smaller than an X with him, and is compelled to visit a neighbor for the change ; but even the comfort which this respite brings loses its charms when the victim reflects that these minutes?precious indeed?are just as costly as though the dentist were subjecting him to the most ingenious and exquisite torture."
